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Back to School

Here are some wonderful book suggestions for the start of the year!

Themes - first day, inclusion, diversity, community, friendship, emotions

Alexandra Penfold # Suzanne Kaufman

Join the call for a better world with this New York Times

@ A" Are bestselling picture book about a school where diversity and
welco me % inclusion are celebrated. The perfect back-to-school read for
I

every kid, family, and classroom!
Discover a school where all young children have a place, have a
space, and are loved and appreciated.

Readers will follow a group of children through a day in their
school, where everyone is welcomed with open arms. A school
where students from all backgrounds learn from and celebrate
each other's traditions. A school that shows the world as we
will make it to be.

Teachers do so much more than just teach academics. They
build a sense of community within their classrooms, creating a
home away from home where they make their students feel
safe, included, and loved.

With its heartfelt message and colorfully whimsical
illustrations, "Our Class is a Family" is a book that will help build

é) " and strengthen that class community. Kids learn that their
y r%' ) 2 . e classroom is a place where it's safe to be themselves, it's okay
FsT )\ijzgm:\ to make mistakes, and it's important fo be a friend to others.
SRS S When hearing this story being read aloud by their teacher,

students are sure to feel like they are part of a special family.

The newest picture book from the creators of All Are Welcome
to help children navigate BIG FEELINGS!

In their bestselling picture book All Are Welcome, Alexandra
Penfold and Suzanne Kaufman celebrate kindness, inclusivity,
and diversity. Now with Big Feelings, they help children navigate
the emotional challenges they face in their daily lives.

What should we do when things don't go to plan? We may feel
mad, frustrated, or overwhelmed, but by talking it through,
compromising, and seeing another point of view, we can start
fresh, begin anew.
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A confident little boy takes pride in his first day of
kindergarten, by the Newbery Honor-winning author of Crown.
The morning sun blares through your window like a million brass
trumpets. It sits and shines behind your head--like a crown.
Mommy says that today, you are going to be the King of
Kindergarten!

Starting kindergarten is a big milestone--and the hero of this
story is ready to make his mark! He's dressed himself, eaten a
pile of pancakes, and can't wait to be part of a whole new
kingdom of kids. The day will be jam-packed, but he's up to the
challenge, taking new experiences in stride with his infectious
enthusiasm! And afterward, he can't wait to tell his proud
parents all about his achievements--and then wake up to start
another day.

ToM FERCIVAL

From the creator of Ruby Finds a Worry, the perfect picture
book for helping children navigate social situations and connect
with peers.

Meesha loves making things, but she finds it hard to make
friends. She doesn't know quite what to do, what to say, or
when to say it, and she struggles with responding to social cues.
But one day, she discovers that she has a special talent that will
help her navigate challenging social situations and make friends.

A warm and affectionate story about the joys and difficulties
of building and maintaining friendships and relating to others,
Meesha Makes Friends helps young readers find their place in
the world.
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TeM PERCIVAL

The beloved picture book about what to do when a worry won't
leave you at alone -- perfect for reassuring young readers in
times of stress.

Meet Ruby -- a happy, curious, imaginative young girl. But one
day, she finds something unexpected: a Worry. It's not such a
big Worry, at first. But every day, it grows a little bigger . . .
and a little bigger . . . . Until eventually, the Worry is
ENORMOUS and is all she can think about.

But when Ruby befriends a young boy, she discovers that
everyone has worries, and not only that, there's a great way to
get rid of them foo ... she just has to share her feelings.
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JACQUELINE WOODSON
illustrated by RAFAEL LOPEZ

The Day You Begin

There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe it's how you
look or talk, or where you're from; maybe it's what you eat, or
something just as random. It's not easy to take those first
steps into a place where nobody really knows you yet, but
somehow you do it.

Jangsook Choj

A heartwarming story about the new girl in school, and how she
learns to appreciate her Korean name.

Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what happens
when nobody can pronounce your name? Having just moved from
Korea, Unhei is anxious about fitting in. So instead of
introducing herself on the first day of school, she decides to
choose an American name from a glass jar. But while Unhei
thinks of being a Suzy, Laura, or Amanda, nothing feels right.
With the help of a new friend, Unhei will learn that the best
name is her own.

From acclaimed creator Yangsook Choi comes the bestselling
classic about finding the courage to be yourself and being proud
of your background.

THIS I5 A 5CHOOL

words by i
JOHN SCHU VERONICA MILLER JAMISON

llustrations by

A moving celebration of school and all it may signify work and
play, creativity and frust, and a supportive community that
extends beyond walls

A school isn't just a building; it is all the people who work and
learn together. It is a place for discovery and asking questions.
A place for sharing, for helping, and for community. It is a place
of hope and healing, even when that community can't be
together in the same room.
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we don't eat our

CLASSMATES

It's the first day of school for Penelope Rex, and she can't wait
to meet her classmates. But it's hard to make human friends
when they're so darn delicious! That is, until Penelope gets a
taste of her own medicine and finds she may not be at the top
of the food chain after all. . . . Readers will gobble up this
hilarious new story from award-winning author-illustrator Ryan
T. Higgins.

Vanessa Brantley-Newton

Get ready to go back to school with this inclusive, empathetic
story that will help kids new to the classroom transform from
timid caterpillars into beautiful butterflies who love exactly
who they are!

On Vanessa's first day of school, her parents tell her it will be
easy to make friends. Vanessa isn't so sure. She wears her
fanciest outfit so her new classmates will notice her right away.
They notice, but the attention isn't what she'd hoped for. As
the day goes on, she feels more self-conscious. Her clothes are
too bright, her feather boa has way too many feathers, and
even her name is too hard to write.

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

OLYMPIC MEDALIST

Ibtihaj Muhammad

.....

y PROUDEST

Story of Hijab and Family

A powerful, vibrantly illustrated story about the first day of
school--and two sisters on one's first day of hijab--by Olympic
medalist and social justice activist Ibtihaj Muhammad.

With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the
first day of school is going to be special. It's the start of a
brand new year and, best of all, it's her older sister Asiya's
first day of hijab--a hijab of beautiful blue fabric, like the
ocean waving to the sky. But not everyone sees hijab as
beautiful, and in the face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah
will find new ways to be strong.
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